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 Our medications are packed and suitcase inven-

tories have been sent to the customs authorities 

in El Salvador.   Our Western group collected/

purchased 10 suitcases of medications to take to 

El Salvador in Feb - so many that we will have to 

take 3 of them to the Milwaukee area group to 

transport.  There is still about $275 at Hope for 

non-medicine purchases we will need to make 

before the trip (batteries & strips for glucometers, 

paper and plastic bags, patient education materi-

als, and other things).  We are blessed to be so 

well supported in this mission! 

 Each person going on the trip takes one suit-

case of medications or supplies and one suitcase 

for personal use.  We have decided that Pastor 

Randy’s mission suitcase will be one of supplies 

for school children in El Salvador.  The supplies 

will be donated to various pastors to be distrib-

uted as they see fit, either for use in Sunday 

School or public school.  Our trip will take place 

soon after the start of the school year in El Salva-

dor.  They are currently on a 2-month break. 

 Here is a list of what has been requested as far 

as school/Sunday School supplies.  We will collect 

these the first 2 or 3 weeks in January, keeping in 

mind that the weight limit for the suitcase is 50 

pounds. There will be a basket either in the gath-

ering area or in the fellowship area for your dona-

tions.   

 

 Fiskars scissors with the round tip 

 Hand-held pencil sharpeners 

 Regular and colored pencils 

 Plain white paper (have to be careful of this 

 as it's heavy) 

 Single hole punchers 

 Bottles of glue (not glue sticks) 

 

 Thank you for your interest in and support of 

this mission!  We will be anxious to share our ex-

periences with you upon our return.  If you have 

questions, feel free to ask! 

     

Bob and Debie Adams (715-720-7119) 

Pastor Randy Olson 

 

Mission of Healing  
El Salvador— February, 2012 
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Hope’s Happenings 

From Pastor’s Study 

Looking Ahead 

Our first chance to share in a Mission of Healing to El Salvador will occur the first week of February.  The 

Board of Outreach has worked with Bob & Deb Adams in finding ways we can help make a difference 

here at Hope.  They bring eleven years of experience with this outreach and I’m excited to travel with 

them and to see firsthand the gift of such global partnerships.  We will be eager to return with our 

stories and reflect with you upon the work of God through acts of service far beyond our walls. 

 

We will see an important transition occur here at Hope this summer.  After ten years of service as our Di-

rector of Youth and Family Ministry, Aaron Sturgis will leave for his seminary internship.  Internship is 

a critical part of leadership formation in the church.  This will be a great way for Aaron and Nikole, 

Ayden and Audrey to experience a new dimension in their partnership with the church.  This will be a 

year long program and will be followed by one more year of full time study at Luther Seminary.   We 

have been an important part of Aaron’s calling to ordained ministry and are glad for him as he gets  

closer in being ready to be a servant leader in the church. 

 

In the past year Aaron has worked at creating an important partnership with the families of Rachel’s Place 

in a Faith Formation Team.  This group has considered ways that we can better serve the many 

households who bring their children to our Early Learning Center.  We will want to build upon this ap-

proach to strengthen all areas of nurture and Christian education here at Hope.  Rachel’s Place contin-

ues to provide such incredible opportunities for our ministry to be a blessing into our community.     

 

Soon I will be looking at dates and routes for our summer wilderness canoe trips in the Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area.  Last year 18 youth and adults enjoyed a wonderful time in the great outdoors.  Outdoor 

Ministry shapes stewardship of creation, strengthens friendships and gives a time away to reflect 

upon matters of faith.  We continue to find ways of keeping the costs down and allowing more youth 

to have this unique kind of adventure. 

 

 New leaders will be elected at our Annual Meeting at the end of the month to serve on our boards and 

church council.  It’s hard to measure how important our boards are to the daily ministry of this con-

gregation.  It’s on the boards where folks dream of new ventures and find energy to work in making 

them happen.  I encourage you to think of the places where you might serve in 2012.  Keep in mind 

too that with a smaller staff in place lay leadership and participation becomes even more critical for 

the health and well being of our congregation. 

 

Pastor Randy 
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Hope’s Happenings 

Love for  

Luther Park 

 In these rough eco-
nomic times, everyone 
struggles, and Luther 
Park is no excep-
tion.  For the month of February, the Board of 
Outreach would like to collect donations to help 
Luther Park's financial situation.  Think of how 
many generations of families at Hope have had 
their faith lives enriched by this important minis-
try.  How many generations back does your ex-
perience go?  Or is it time for your family to ex-
perience it for the first time? 
 
 Please help show some Love to Luther Park in 
2012!  Look for more information in the Gathering 
Area. Donations can be dropped off at the office. 
 Thanks from the Board of Outreach for your 
continued support. 

New Team Leader needed for  

Community Table Outreach 
 Each fourth Wednesday of the month a dedi-
cated and fun crew from Hope descend on Com-
munity Table to cook and serve a delicious hot 
meal for those in need in our community. The 
Team Leader is a liaison between Community Ta-
ble and Hope, which in a nut shell means sharing 
information back and forth. There are no meet-
ings or training required. 

 The Team Leader is also responsible for sched-
uling issues with Hope’s crew. If a cook or server 
can't make a certain Wednesday, the Team 
Leader finds a replacement or covers the day 
themselves. There are always multiple cooks and 
servers so the Team Leader would never cover the 
day alone. Generally there are only a few days per 
year that scheduling issues arise. Hope office staff 
post the Community Table sign-up sheet in the 
Gathering Area for each month and very seldom is 
it necessary for the Team Leader to call for more 
volunteers. 

 As the Team Leader may need to cover for 
an absent cook or server it would be best if the 
Team Leader were not part of the regular crew.  

Please consider joining the Hope Crew as Team 
Leader 

Contact David Lendle (715.839.9278) or the 
church office  

Thanks Again! 
 The Board of Outreach would like to thank everyone for your awesome support and generosity of 
our December opportunities!  The Hat & Mitten Baskets were filled countless times & delivered to Beacon 
House and Starting Points; the Eau Claire Academy Tree was well received with numerous monetary dona-
tions; and the Remembrance Tree was once again decorated with abundant lights of memory and honor. 

      *A special thanks to Carol Mohr, Terrie Hanke, Mark Turner, Terri Kamenick, Pat Gunderson, Sally Burt, 
Judith Thompson, Bridgit Mazuk, Mary Luhman-Turner, and Pastor Randy for volunteering at Ruby's Pantry 
during the year! 
 

Ruby's Pantry Volunteer Opportunity  

Saturday, January 21, 2012 
 A group of volunteers is planning  to drive to 
Cameron on Saturday, January 21 to sort and 
hand out food to needy families. If you would like 
to help, contact Mary Luhman-Turner, 715-834-
2876. Volunteers will be meeting at the church 
between 7:00 and 7:30 that morning to car pool 
and will be returning by 12:30 pm. 

Reaching Beyond Our Doors 
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Hope’s  Happenings 

Invite-Pray-Connect 
  

As we continue our ministry, Invite-Pray-Connect, 
the following people of Hope Lutheran Church are 
invited to worship on Sunday morning and/or 
Wednesday evening, when a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing will be offered especially for them. 

       

Sunday, January 1 & Wednesday, January 4: 

-Sara & Kailey Bates 

-Roberta, Clinton, & Cole Cook 

-Jace and Britta Cook 

-Ken, Lori, Morgan & Justin Faanes 

-Joyce Heinze 

-Eric Kleven 

 

Sunday, January 8 & Wednesday, January 11: 

-Nikki Bernhardt, Kaley and Lexi 

-Dale & Christine Goshaw 

-Stephanie, Richard & Ryan Lauterbach 

-Anthony, Julie, Adam & Brett Olson 

-Jack, Bonnie & Bradley Quall 

 

Sunday, January 15 & Wednesday January 18: 

-Randy, Leslie, Dane, Kali & Lexie Belonga 

-Brent, Danica & Elliott Johnson 

-Richard, Deborah, Travis & Trevor Peterson 

-Eugene, Pearl & Glenn Schafer 

-Kent, Valerie, Andrew & Arianna Smith 

 

Sunday, January 22 & Wednesday, January 25: 

-Tom, Brenda, Mark & Luke Joswiak 

-Vicki LaNou 

-Joe, Michelle, Aaron, Meghan & Tyler Marquardt 

-Tom, Lisa, Asa & Olivia Paine 

-Aaron, Kayla & Reid Simmons 

 

Sunday, January 29 & Wednesday, February 1: 

-Dan Kastel 

-Jon, Peggy, Marina & Jana Mattison 

-Jean, Willow and Hunter Stage -Dan, Donna, 
Blaze & Evan Tody 

-John & Debra Woodford 

 The more and more I have conversation with 
my peers, the more and more I realize we really 
have a hard time grasping the Christian faith.  I am 
finding some common questions being asked – 
like; ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΚέ  
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΚέ  ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ CŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΚέ   

 These are just a few of those questions.  So I 
offer an opportunity for all of us to explore these 
questions and many more , I’m sure.  Join me for a 
four week small group study.  Our time together 
will focus on Making Sense of the Christian Faith. 
This study is an exciting and inviting exploration of 
the major theological doctrines of the Christian 
faith in the order of the biblical story.  It is written 
as a conversation so that you and I can be invited 
to "jump into" the conversation. The text stimu-
lates the reader's thinking instead of attempting 
to persuade a particular point of view. The book is 
written as a single narrative that anyone can read 
with great enjoyment and satisfaction.  Topics in-
clude Theology, Creation, Sin, Covenant, Law, 
Community, Incarnation, Atonement, Church and 
Holy Spirit, and Eschatology.  

 Join me on Monday nights, January 23rd & 30th 
and February 6th & 13th as we journey together in 
Making Sense of Scripture.  We will be meeting at 
7:00 p.m. each evening at Racy D'lene's Coffee 
Lounge on Water Street. Sign-up in the gathering 
area so that we can order enough books. 

 

God’s Peace 

Aaron “Sturgie” Sturgis 

Making Sense of  

the Christian Faith  

From Aaron Sturgis 
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Hope’s Happenings 

2012 National Youth Gathering 
 Our first time together as a group will be on 

Wednesday, January 25th at 7:30 p.m.  Join Sturgie 

as we begin our journey together toward July 17th – 

on this night we will listen to God’s word, reflect on 

what it means to be called to serve, and begin talk-

ing about our time together in New Orleans.  Let 

the journey begin… 

A very special thank you to each of our 

great teachers in our education program.  On Sun-

day mornings and Wednesday evenings, we at Hope 

reach out to over 165 children.  This cannot be done 

without the help of great teachers.  Thank you for 

taking the time to pass on the faith to our young 

people. 

Mark Knutson  Vicki Knutson   

Tim Knutson  Billie Jo Davids   

Jeana Mickelson Sara Running   

Brenda Zawacki Erica Larson    

Joni Olson  Marcy Pippenger  

Steve Olson  Mary Rettke  

Patty Barby  Danica Johnson  

Brent Johnson  Desiree Smith   

Carolyn Percy  Julie Hayes   

Jaime Folczyk   

January 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation  
January 8th  - 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm sledding (maybe we will have snow!) at North Star Middle School.   Bring a 

snack to share.  After sledding we will head over to church for snacks, hot chocolate and teaching time.   

January 25th – Classes worship together at 6:30 pm followed by fellowship and conversation around Taking 

Faith Home. 

Youth and Family 

 This year the Super Bowl Sub Sale is sponsored by 

the youth planning to attend the National Youth 

Gathering in New Orleans. You may order your subs 

between services on Sundays during January and 

they will be ready for pick-up on Sunday, February 

5th  after the first service. 

Cost is  $5.00 each for a ham or turkey sub  

with all  the fixings or  

$6.00 for the same sub  

with both ham and turkey! 
  

Carmel Roll Sunday 
 The High School Youth will be heading to new 

Orleans in July.  On Sunday, January 8 they will 

sponsor another Carmel Roll Sunday.   

 Join us in Coffee Connections for a fresh, hot 

caramel roll and visit with your friends and 

neighbors.  There will be a free will offering  for the 

kids.   

 There will be some 1/2 dozen roll take home 

packs available for $9.00 each. 
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Hope’s Happenings 

    The HLCW Christmas Dinner was held Dec. 13th in the Fellowship Hall. Billie Stolt catered the dinner and 

the ladies were entertained by the “MJ Consorts”.  Officers for the upcoming year were elected: 

President – Joanne Martin 

Vice-President – Sally Burt 

Treasurer – Sue Tietz 

Secretary – Joann Faanes 

Mission Growth – Sue Tietz 

Community – Vonnie Field and Betty Faanes 

Mission Action – Nancy Randen and Sharon Hartl 

       The Women of St. Olaf  have invited the Women of Hope to attend their Christmas Dinner on Jan. 3rd at 

6:00. There is a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area for those who plan to attend. This has always been a de-

lightful evening with our Sisters from St. Olaf and I hope that you will plan to attend. 

       Jan 11th  will be the first gathering of the “cleaning crew” (we really need to come up with a better 

name!). Anyone interested in helping to clean the kitchens, sanctuary, etc. will meet in the Fireside Room on 

the 11th at 8:30 am. We will be meeting on the second Wed. of each month (eliminating the months of June, 

July, & Aug.) 

        A meeting of the Board Members and Circle Chairpersons  will be held between services on Jan. 8th in the 

Conference Room.    

Women Of Hope 

Attention All Knitters! 

 If you made scarves for the Special 

Olympians but have not put them in the 

basket (by the prayer shawl table), 

please do so by Sunday, them to the 

Madison Special Olympics office. Thank 

you so much for participating in this pro-

ject. I will let you know if the goal of 

1,000 scarves was met! 

 

Pat Soderlund 

 

Please join the Women's Book 

Club on Monday, January 16th at 

6:30 pm at Camille's Sidewalk Cafe 

(Melby and Hwy 53).  We will be 

discussing I Still Dream About You, 

by Fannie Flagg,  a wonderful 

novel that is equal parts Southern 

charm, murder mystery, and that 

perfect combination of comedy and old-fashioned wisdom.  If 

you have any questions about the Women's Book Club, please 

contact Bridgit Mazuk (838-8806).   
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Hope’s Happenings 

Phone 

 715.832.1414 

Website 

 www.hopelutheran-ec.com 

E-mail 

 hopeluth@hopelutheran-ec.com 

Fax 

 715.832.3922 

Address 

 2226 Eddy Lane 

 Eau Claire, WI  54703 

Office Hours 

 MonðThur:  8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 Fri: 8:30 am-3:00 pm 

  Voicemail E-mail 

Pastor Randy Olson Senior Pastor *811 pastor-rjo@att.net 

Roxanne Litchfield Holey Worship & Arts  *812 erholey@charter.net 

Aaron Sturgis  Youth & Family Ministry *813 sturgie19@hotmail.com 

Vicki Kastel  Membership Secretary *810 vicki@hopelutheran-ec.com 

Ann Miloszewicz  Program Secretary  *810 hopeluth@hopelutheran-ec.com 

Lorelei Capell  Accompanist   lorelei@musicspecialties.com 

Dan Konwinski  Custodian  *828 

Leanne OôBryan  Dir. of Rachelôs Place *845 rachelsplaceec@yahoo.com 

Hope Lutheran Staff 

January Worship Leaders 

Hope Lutheran is a handicapped accessible congregation providing barrier-free and elevator access, 

marked parking spaces, large-print materials and accessible restrooms 

January 1, 9:00am 
Lector:  Mark Knutson 
Acolytes:  Molly & Libby Olson 
Ushers:  Kevin Olson, Scott Holman,  
 Mark Turner, Butch Martin 
 
January 8, 8:30am     January 8, 10:15am 
Lector:  Jim Sekel     Lector:  Terri Kamenick 
Acolytes: Carrie & Jon Rettke     Acolytes: Jordan Anderson, Carter Duerkop 
Ushers:  James & Jean Wold,    Ushers:  James Anderson, Greg Faanes     
 Dick Schuman, Mark Hintz 
 
January 15, 8:30am     January 15, 8:30am  
Lector:  Larry Keith     Lector:  Deb Adams  
Acolytes: Calli & Cassandra O’Connell  Acolytes: Saige Buckley, Raeann Brenner  
Ushers:  Rod Bagley, Dave Carlson,   Ushers:  Mark Faanes, Matt France 
    Colt Hartwich, Gordy Lee 
 
January 22, 8:30am     January 22, 10:15am 
Lector:  Mary Olson      Lector:  Roger Skatrud 
Acolytes: Blaze Tody, Logan Sommer   Acolytes: Max & Sam Bauer 
Ushers:  Mark Turner, Donald Vance,   Ushers:  Ryan & Richard Lauterbach,  
    Butch Martin, Jim Sekel                                                   Kevin Olson 
 
January 29, 8:30am     January 29, 10:15am 
Lector:  Gary Johnson                               Lector:  Omar Nelson 
Acolytes:  Arianna & Andrew Smith   Acolytes:  Griffin Bell, Brady France 
Ushers:  Mark Hintz, Mark Knutson,   Ushers:  Valerie Henrichs, Dean Webster 

                Tom Bernhardt, Allen Mazuk 
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Hope’s Annual  

Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 30 

 

A potluck dinner at 11:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall will precede the meet-
ing. Please plan to attend.  Child care 
will be provided. 

Our Church  

Directories  

are here!  
 

Pick one up in the Gathering Area. 

(one per family please) 


